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computers being used by
people entering the chat
rooms anonymously.

NSPCC

Among the arrests were seven in Wales, six in
London, two in Manchester, two in Cheshire and
one in Merseyside.

The number is expected to rise as the contents of
the computer hard drives and disks are examined.

'Immense damage’

The raids were co-ordinated by Hertfordshire
Constabulary’s Child Protection and Investigation
Unit and the Abusive Images Unit from Greater
Manchester Police.

In Scotland, the operation involved the Strathclyde,

Northern, Tayside and Grampian forces.

Strathclyde Police said it had executed five
warrants and Grampian Police searched a house in
the Banchory area, near Aberdeen.

In Northern Ireland, police seized two computers
and a number of disks during a search of a house
in Antrim town.

Supporting the police
raids NSPCC policy
advisor Christine
Atkinson said: "It's

important to realise that
behind every image of
child porn is a child who
has been sexually
abused.

"The NSPCC knows that
children suffer not only
the sexual abuse, but
suffer again knowing
that their abuse has
been recorded and that
those images are now available around the world
via the internet."

The NSPCC says the effects
of abuse last into adulthood
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Inspector Keith Tilley, head of the Hertfordshire
unit, said he was also concerned about the close
link between those distributing and making the
images.

He said some child abusers were known to have
started by looking at pictures on the internet.

'New insight’

Following the raids Inspector Tilley said: "What we
are also mindful of... is that potentially there could
be a child at risk of abuse.™

He said a risk assessment would be carried out on
any adults with access to the computers seized,
adding: "The message is that these people are a
danger to children.”

Detective Inspector Terry Jones of Greater
Manchester Police said officers were particularly
concerned about how young some of those involved
were.

He insisted that police were up to the challenge of
tackling child abuse on the internet, despite its
prolific growth.

DI Jones said 12 child porn images were seized in
1995, compared to 41,000 in 1999 and many more
now. "We have just stopped counting,” he added.

"The internet has made child abuse images
commonplace. We are getting a new insight into
what's going on behind closed doors and it's very
disturbing.”

DIl Jones added: "Instead of being locked away in a
council estate or wherever, they are effectively
coming out to use the internet - and that's when
we get them.”

Links to more UK stories
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