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Lance Evans 

The U.S. calls it the largest child porn 
bust ever, covering 37 states and 
crossing international lines. So far, 100 
people have been arrested, two of them 
from Northern California. 

Hayward resident Anthony Tapia and Chico resident Jeff Menteer 
were among those arrested. Tapia was arrested on April 27, accused 
of trafficking child pornography. Minteer has been indicted in January 
on similar charges. Three other Californians are being investigated.

U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft says more arrests are coming. 
The busts are aimed at those who order child porn, and show that 
children are running into sex offenders "in the back alleys and dark 
corners of the Internet."

The busts, called Operation Avalanche, prompted a warning from 
Ashcroft: "To those in the sex industry who illegally prey on America's 
innocents, the Justice Department will use every resource available to 
identify, investigate and prosecute those who violate the law."

The two year investigation centers on a company run by Thomas and 
Janice Reedy. He has been sentenced to life in prison. She was 
sentenced to fourteen years for distribution of child pornography.

They operated their child porn site from a Dallas warehouse, calling 
the company Landslide Productions. Now investigators have made 
100 arrests, and are still going after customers who used the Reedys' 
site to download child porn.

The Reedys also sent videotapes to their customers.

Chief Postal Inspector Ken Weaver says "We took the most egregious-
-those individuals who have a clear predisposition to violate the law, 
and went after them. But there will be many more arrests."
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The Reedys made more than a million dollars a month from their 
subscribers, estimated at 250,000.

Investigators say the couple provided access to porn sites run by 
operators in Russia and Indonesia. Warrants are out for those arrests.

Ashcroft has indicated he wants pornography to have higher priority 
for federal authorities. He says in the past investigators have been 
"outgunned and out-teched," but now are making strides in cracking 
down on cyberporn.
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Related Links:
●     Justice Department Press Release 

Latest Local Headlines:
Dead Baby Found in Office Building Trash Can
Berkeley Cracks Down on Meter Vandals
Four-Alarm Fire Along Highway 101
Sailor Rescued From Half Moon Bay

View a printable version of this story

 

 
           

 

©MMII, CBS Worldwide Inc. All Rights Reserved 

http://beta.kpix.com/news/local/2001/08/08/Child_Porn_Ring_Bust.html (2 of 2) [4/2/02 4:42:28 PM]

http://beta.kpix.com/external/sendoff.html?http://www.usdoj.gov/opa/pr/2001/August/385ag.htm
http://beta.kpix.com/news/local/2002/04/02/Dead_Baby_Found_in_Office_Building_Trash_Can.html
http://beta.kpix.com/news/local/2002/04/02/Berkeley_Cracks_Down_on_Meter_Vandals.html
http://beta.kpix.com/news/local/2002/04/02/Four%2DAlarm_Fire_Along_Highway_101.html
http://beta.kpix.com/news/local/2002/04/02/Sailor_Rescued_From_Half_Moon_Bay.html
http://beta.kpix.com/cgi-bin/print.cgi
http://beta.kpix.com/external/sendoff.html?http://www.asianpacificfund.org
http://beta.kpix.com/xtra/eob/
http://beta.kpix.com/news/sports/marchmayhem/

	kpix.com
	The PIXPage - Child Porn Ring Bust


